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Letters and articles are welcomed and 
should be addressed to the Toc H 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H Movement. 


Point Three is available from the Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20 including postage. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children's playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


l. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2- To give personal service. 

3 To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes it title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

A recent jumble sale in Benfleet raised 
almost £100 for Castle Point Branch's 
book service. The money will help the 
travel costs of volunteers who regularly 
deliver library books to the elderly and 
the housebound. 


Photo: Southend Evening Echo 
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Personal View 


Jesus once said to His 12 friends: ‘The Son of Man did nol ‘oe to the world to be 
but to serve. . .’ Through these words, and His life, Jesus set a supreme example 
ud " an can be in relation to God and other men. Men who accepted Jesus as 
ien MESE: did not want to receive service from others, but they wanted to serve 
zie The modern world saw a regular flow of Christian men MIL Es the 
west to predominantly or purely non-Christian countries. What : owe : is was 
a tremendous outflow of concern for others expressed in various orms of serving 
others, irrespective of religion, colour, creed or caste. That is what we know as 
Christian Service in our country. The present history of many of the Asian and 
African countries is the result of the selfless labour of the Christian missionaries of 
the west. We are not bound to consider all that they did as good or even helpful. Even 
the intentions of some of them have been questioned. But, within the available 
resources, and within all kinds of limitations, the zeal with which they went out to 
preach the Gospel and to serve others was without parallel in the history 
of mankind. . . They left behind their homes, countries, relatives, friends and 
comforts and went to places and people unknown to them. Many of them died, 
through sickness prevalent in the tropics, and many others were killed by the people 
whom they went to serve. In those days, there were no educational facilities for people 
of the lower strata of society. Death caused through epidemics was common. The 
missionaries established schools, hospitals and churches, to cater to the needs of 
people who were so suffering. 

Today, two things have happened, in India, and in many other countries of 
Asia and Africa. 

Firstly, the era of western missionaries has practically come to an end. I do 
not wish that it should, but it has happened. The so called ‘Younger Churches’ must 
now exist without the personnel and monetary help from the west. If the Church in 
the east still depends on the west for its existence and cannot live without it, it will 
perish. The presence of the missionaries, now in the midst of new nations is viewed 
with suspicion. They are accused of exploiting the sentiments of the people. The 
young nations (like the adolescent youth) are very sensitive about their selfhood. 
Both hands are stretched out to receive foreign aid from any side. But the same 
hands will quickly react to cut off the strings attached to such aids. 

Secondly, Governments have taken up the welfare work once initiated and 
managed by voluntary agencies. Governments can run hospitals better than many 
voluntary agencies. Many countries have begun to nationalise educational institutions. 
In India, practically, schools are run by the Government, except the ownership over 
the land and buildings. The day may come — maybe very soon — when all the 
educational institutions will be nationalised. After some time, institutions run for 
orphans etc may also be taken up. The Christian Church has already lost her monopoly 
of service to a great extent. 

Where will the Christian then go to serve? Should we Christians feel sorry for 
losing the ground? Should we become envious of the fact that others have taken up 
our position in the field? Personally I feel that we should welcome this shift, and 
gladly hand over what once has been ours to others who are in the field. God has been 
leading His people in the service of humanity in different ways. He still has got many 
different plans to make His people serve others. The question may rightly be raised 
as to what is the position of the Christian in his relation to the established Church, or 
to put it bluntly, what is the position of the Church when she gives up so much of her 
belongings? 

The answer is Jesus — the *man for others'. He lived for others, and finally He 
was crucified for others, It is true, that we as Christians are not crucified. But the 
present challenge is not to die, but to live without ownership. That requires more 
courage and dedication. This is Christian Service today. To be a person for others. 
There are people and homes which are desperately in need of our service. The world, 
more than anything else needs understanding. There are around us, people who are 
in need of understanding. They long for this. Not sympathy and help, but just 
understanding. If you can understand someone it is a great help and service. The 
success of Jesus Christ was His capacity to understand persons as persons, and accept 
them in their own particular situation, not in a situation convenient to Himself. This 
is Christian Service today. In the modern life, when man loses his identity as person, 
and anonymity is considered to be the quality of life in the city, what can one do as a 
Christian individual? What we need today is not Christian service in the old traditional 
way, but, serving Christians, who would help to build up a new tradition of real 
humanity, as revealed in the life of Christ. 


Revd G Robinson MA, BD, STM,MTh, (Trivandrum, S India, Branch Padre) 
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Cuddesdon House 
Open Day 


Cuddesdon House welcomed at least 300 visitors to its open day in June. They came 
from all over — Central Wales, the Central and West Midlands, the Southern Counties 
— and there was plenty to offer them: sideshows, sale items of various kinds, raffles, 
demonstrations, a country dance group — and gallons of tea! It was possible to occupy 
yourself all afternoon, doing and seeing everything — or just relaxing on the 
magnificent lawn. At the end of the day, the Friends of Cuddesdon House Fund was 
the richer by over £300 and judged by that alone, the day was a success. But it was 
also a success in the enjoyment it gave to so many people — as we hope these pictures 
show. 


Registered blind artist Syd Hilton draws from memory. 
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Knocking things over can be very therapeutic! 


——— A HAT Ret tease 


: 8 Apple bobbing, for those who don't mind If you're aggressive, there's nothing like 
‘I’m only holding it for a friend’ she said! getting wet! knocking someone off the pole! 
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Welcome 


The following Branches elected new 
members during June and July. 


11—  Rhyl North (M) 

3 —  Redcar (J) Grp 

2 — Cheltenham (J), Chippenham (M) 
1 —  Bideford (J), Gloucester (J), 


High Brooms (W), Hy the (J), 
Huddersfield District, 

Nailsea (W) Grp, 

Potters Bar & Little Heath (J), 
St Annes (J), 

Strode Park & Herne (J) 


À warm welcome to 27 new members. 


Lymington Toc H 
adopt a German 
member 


TY 
k 


Hans-Georg Gessner, 


at the age of 17, 
was an officer cadet in the German Army 
when he was taken prisoner at the fall 
of Berlin. Being a bright and likable 
lad, he became a trusty employee of the 
Allied Command at the end of the war. 
He came to England where he met and 


came under the infiuence of one of 
Toc H's greatest pioneers, Barclay Baron. 
‘Since 1947 he has been an ardent 
follower of the principles of Toc H, has 
attended Toc H Festivals and stayed at 
Toc H Marks in London, Leicester and 
Manchester. 

A year ago Hans shared a room 
and made a close friendship with a 
Member of Lymington Toc H at an 
international conference at Cuddesdon, 
where it was noticed that, in spite of 
his long contact with the Movement, he 
had never been officially enrolled as a 
Member. To remedy this defect the 
International Secretary later sent to 
Hans, at his home in Germany, a form 
of Application for Membership sponsored 
by the Lymington Member and the 
International Secretary himself. Hans 


was advised that he would become a 
‘General Member’. When Toc H HQ was 
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Round 


Sue Cumming is going 


Sue Cumming, who joined the Toc H 
staff in 1973, is leaving to be an Anglican 
Deaconess in Nottingham. She has 
worked mainly as a field staff member in 
the Mid-Eastern Region but readers will 
also recall her thoughtful articles to this 
magazine, and how, as a member of the 
Occasional Singers, an accomplished 
musician, a co-organiser of the painting 
and music weeks, she contributed to the 
‘celebratory’ life of the Movement. 

Sue came to Toc H through 
projects and perhaps one of the best ways 
of understanding her is to recall what she 
says about us! In an interview for Topic 
on Tape on ‘Why I work for Toc H’ she 
said ‘ . . over the years, it's been the 
quality of relationships that I’ve enjoyed 
with people I've got to know. It hasn't 
been superficial, it's involved the whole 
of me — a relationship with people where 
we've been absolutely daft together and 
yet, within a very short time, been 
together in a much quieter mood, in 
celebration of Communion or something 
like that. It's amazing how much of it has 
been a real expression of me, deep down, 
I’ve been able to grow and find out new 
things about myself, other people and life 
in general. It's been a very exciting period 


of my life’. 
We haven't said goodbye, 
however. For example, she has 


contributed two baok reviews to this 
issue, and she's joining threé other staff 
members in leading a weckend workshop 
on ‘Life in a Small Group’ next February. 
Write to Cuddesdon for details! 


Adieu, Huw! 


Huw Gibbs is also leaving the staff after 
serving the Movement in three different 
capacities in 15 years. From a journalistic 
and public relations background he joined 
the staff as Associate Editor. The two 
existing magazines were amalgamated, 
becoming Point Three and his journalistic 
expertise proved invaluable in creating an 
attractive and readable magazine. 


puzzled by his delay in completing and 
returning the form, Hans explained that 
he was reluctant to become a sort of 
distant foreign relation, rather than a 
full member of the Family. Could he not 
become a member of his Lymington 
friend's Branch? 

After a slight procedural shilly- 
shally and after the earnest assurance by 
the Members of Lymington Branch that 
they would very warmly welcome him, 
this was agreed. Lymington Branch sent 


and about 


with Scott Shaw 


In 1969 he was appointed Public 
Relations Officer and was responsible for 
several innovations including the current 
symbol which is now seen on everything 
from minibuses to T-shirts. Huw also 
established the HQ print room, started 
Topic on Tape and masterminded the 
production of modern publicity material, 
including a ‘do it yourself" guide covering 
such things as writing press releases and 
appearing on local radio. 

In 1977 he moved to join the field 
staff in the North Wales and North West 
Region, and he gave it the same energy, 
enthusiasm and imagination. Many 
members are still recovering, but they'll 
miss him. 

For two anda half years Huw was 
my boss and it was rather like getting 
your braces caught in the wing mirror of 
a fast car — you were frequently airborne 
but if you could hang on it was exciting. 
Huw’s mixture of enthusiasm, humour 
and patience earned him the loyalty of 
his staff, but if you weren’t a tryer, 
heaven help you. 

He has now been accepted for 
training by the Church of Wales and one 
of his Branches has already offered him 
the job of padre. Said Huw: / don't think 
they realise what they'd be taking on’. 


Hard work in Conwy 
pays dividends 

How much effort is a job worth? I 
sometimes feel many Toc H jobs fail 
because we don't put our whole heart 
into them. But Barry Johns of Conwy 
Branch is a good example of what can be 
achieved with hard work. In April, the 
Branch, helped by its friends, had a flag 
week and raised £366. Nearly £100 of 
this was raised by Barry alone, working 
from 10.30 am to 8 pm. 

Conwy used this money for their 
local work. Up to the end of March, they 
spent £340 in this way, as well as sending 
£155 to the family purse (increased to 
£198 by tax recovered from deeds of 
covenant). Have you any stories about 
hard work producing outstanding results? 


him a letter, signed by all their members, 
expressing their sincere and joyful 
acceptance of his adoption into their 
family, and their anxiety to meet him. 

At last he has managed to find 
time and opportunity to come and spend 
four days in Lymington, staying with his 
newly found friend, joining in a Branch 
outing and, not surprisingly, considering 
his warm and kindly personality, winning 
the affection of all the Members who 
eagerly look forward to his next visit. 


Llandrindod Wells 
overflow with action! 


Here's another tonic! On the same June 
day that Llandrindod Wells were hosts to 
a coachload of guests from Newport (see 
picture elsewhere in this issue) they also 
raised over £100 with an Alexandra Rose 
Day collection. 

The previous Sunday, 
Llandrindod themselves arranged a 
coachload of Marches District members 
to the Cuddesdon Open Day and the 
previous Wednesday they took a busload 
of handicapped and elderly people from 
two nursing homes for a trip around the 
Elan Valley, followed by tea and a sing 
song. 

George Dakin, our correspondent 
for this successful Joint Branch, says June 
was a very active month. We agree! 


Swear, gentlemen please! 


Every time someone swears in the local 
pub, High Brooms Toc H gets richer — 
because the offender has to pay a fine 
into the ‘swear bottle’. When it was 
broken open recently, more than £112 
spilled out. Thank you — and carry on 
swearing! 


Bishop down a beer cellar! 


Toc H once got a bishop down a beer 
cellar — but it was all in a good cause! 
After our short history of Talbot House 
Young Seafarers’ Club in the April issue, 
we've heard from someone who was one 
of those in at the beginning: the Revd 
‘Finny’ Findlow, now of Cromer Men’s 
Branch. 

Finny writes ‘. . . when the old 
pub (the first Southampton Talbot House 
in Orchard Lane) was obtained there was 
a young Toc H member named Johnnie 
Webdall who, with a number of others, 
started putting the house in order. [t 
was a long and dirty Toc H job (not a 
project) carried out by young men 
'paying their rent' and enjoying every 
moment of it — it was great fun. 


'In 1924 Talbot House was 
dedicated by the Lord Bishop of 
Winchester (Bishop Talbot, Gilbert’s 


Father). The old beer cellar had been 
turned into the Chapel, a place of 
refreshment and renewal. It was fun 
seeing the portly Bishop in full robes, 
cope and mitre, struggling to get down 
the outside trap door where the barrels 
used to roll, but he did it and we had 
good fun afterwards celebrating. 

Johnnie went on to Mirfield 
College, was made deacon and later 
ordained Priest in St Paul’s Cathedral, 
becoming a Freeman of The City of 
London.’ 

“Our Johnnie" who became a 


Canon, spent the larger part of his 
ministry in Norfolk and was a life long 
member of our Toc H ‘family’. He was a 
quiet, unassuming priest who “let men 
see the beauty of the things that he did, 
and helped many to come to know our 
Father better because they had met him”. 
A street in Norwich now bears his name.’ 

Finny concludes: ‘Maybe these 
little notes will help you, despite the 
awful typing’. Indeed they did. I don’t 
mind awful typing or bad writing and if 
you’ve got news of an activity that’s 
‘true Toc H’ or of someone you think 
we'd like to know about, don't keep it to 
yourself! 


£185,000 grants 
to voluntary bodies 
The Government certainly — hasn't 
forgotten the disabled, if recent grants are 
any indication. The DHSS recently 


announced grants totalling £185,000 to 
voluntary bodies working with the 
disabled. They were: Disabled Living 
Foundation — £50,000; Invalid Children's 
Aid Association — £40,000; PHAB — 
£20,000, Disability Alliance — £5,000; 
Queen Elizabeth's Foundation for the 
Disabled — £10,000; Breakthrough Trust 
— £60,000. 

The Breakthrough Trust project 
is particularly original. Dedicated to 
integrating deaf and hearing impaired 
people with those of normal hearing, 
their work is to include electronic visual 
display units which will allow deaf people 
to use telephones. 

Said Hugh Rossi, Minister for 
Disabled People: ‘Deafness is one of those 
“invisible” handicaps which does not 
always meet with the same public under- 
Standing and sympathy as other 
disabilities. Often people do not realise 
that a communication problem is due to 
hearing impairment, and do not know 
how to deal naturally with deaf people. 
The result can be needless social 
isolation 


In front of the big guns 
and under the bigwigs 


Arthur Dodd got a wage increase of 
sixpence a day in the First World War 
when he volunteered to be a rough rider 
— mounted on the lead horse in a team 
which pulled the big guns into position. 

After the war he worked for 40 
years in the Royal Courts of Justice, 
drawing up letters patent in copper plate 
and illuminated old English script. 

Arthur has been Chairman of 
Eastbourne Branch and served on house 
committees of three local hospitals. We 
now congratulate him on two counts: his 
diamond wedding anniversary in June and 
in August, the 47th anniversary of his 
joining Toc H! 


't's a small (Toc H) world! " 


Wou anyone like to calculate the odds 
on this coincidence? Tom Kennedy, a 
radio officer on a Shell tanker 
(significant?) relieved a colleague on a 
tanker in Japan. In his colleague's room 
he discovered a copy of Point Three. Not 
only that, but one of the articles was by 
his father, Tom Kennedy senior! After 
that, the next coincidence is something 
of an anticlimax — all the participants in 
this story are Scots. It would be quite 
untrue to assume they rigged the whole 
thing! 


Golden Barrow 


Barrow (Lincolnshire) Toc H which 
recently celebrated its Golden Jubilee has 
continued to grow without a break, 
according to a report'in the Scunthorpe 
Star. At a recent jumble sale they raised 
over £350, compared with last year's 
£314. The money goes towards the 
annual pensioners' tea and reunion, with 
a coach tour of the countryside. 


When Toc H went East 


Alf Stanley, now of Aston Manor Branch, 
was initiated by "Tubby' Clayton when he 
joined Toc H at Malta in 1934. He wasa 
member of the Valetta Branch, and with 
just five others formed another unit at 
Point Helena; Toc H became a popular 
venue for both the Navy and Army in 
Malta. 

When the fleet moved, he was 
involved with the Fleet Club in 
Alexandria and later helped with Toc H 
in Kowloon after the Japanese surrender. 

Alf writes: ‘We first went to 
Warden Manor in 1934 and continued 
over the years, sò finding friendship with 
members from all parts of the country. 
This has been a lasting joy to all our 
family. Which reminds us — our 
congratulations to Alf and his wife on 
their Golden Wedding anniversary. 

(See picture elsewhere in this issue.) 


The chap who cheered me up 


If Graham Robinson wasn't epileptic, 
and had a clearer mind, he would have 
gone a lot further in life, he says. As it is, 
he's a member of the Chalfont Epileptic 
Colony, not far from our HQ in 
Wendover. He is also a member of the 
Toc H Branch there and it means a lot to 
him. 

Graham has sent us a handwritten 
book, written and bound with great care. 
I suppose you could best describe it as 
‘the thoughts of Graham’. Reading it was 
an antidote to the gloom I sometimes 
feel after seeing newspaper reports of 
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From the 
Director, 


by Ken Prideaux-Brune 


July 31 was a sad day for me. It marked 


the final closure of Talbot House on 
Tower Hill, a place which had been an 
important part of my life (as a resident 
and later as Chairman of the Management 
Committee) for no less than 26 years. I 
have no doubt that the Wakefield Trust is 
right to plan a major redevelopment of 
its ageing property though I am sad that 
it has not seen fit to incorporate a new 
residential community as part of the plan 
(efforts, nonetheless, to find a suitable 
house further east continue). 

In a future issue, Peter East 
gives a brief account of what Talbot 
House has meant to many hundreds of 
people over the years. A great many 
people — residents, LTVs and assistant 
wardens — have contributed their leader- 
ship to create this achievement. But over 
the past I5 years, as all of them would 
recognise, that achievement has been due 
primarily to the Warden, Peter East. That 


Round and about 


continued 
some Branch activities: sadly irrelevant 
ways of occupying time by doubtless 
good people who seem to have lost their 
sense of direction — such activities will 
never be reported here! 

Headquarters Chaplain John Hull 
sees a thread of love running through his 
writing, and I agree. For example, he 
expanded The Lord's Prayer to show us 
his understanding of it, reasoning that 

. when we are praying it's thought that 
counts . . . knowing what praying is — 
talking to God — what's the use of talking 
to anybody ... when you're not thinking 
about what you're saying?’ lf, like me, 
you've been distressed to hear the Lord's 
Prayer or the Toc H Prayer reduced to a 
meaningless gabble, you'll probably agree. 

Despite living in a sheltered 
community which includes some quite 
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d be clearly placed on 


shoul 
fact, too. loses its doors. 


record as the house ¢ 
* * * 


; i roup of 
A june evening Eds i deeply 
profoundly deaf chi E ren wee 
ing experience. The cht 
pun: Met at Cuddesdon, arranged 
in : 
iP Harpenden Brandh with the Es 
other neighbouring Branches, an tile 
wife and ] were glad to be among m 
invited by Terry Gray, whose Led es 
the week was, to an open evening. ds 
children presented a number of : T 
plays in mime, revealing a remarka 3 
poise and self confidence, an 
considerable acting talent. | 
Watching the children and their 
remarkable teacher brought home to me 
something which I suppose Is obvious 
but which I had never considered before. 
Communication by sign language, or by 
lip reading, is possible only if you give 
your whole attention to the other person. 
Listening with one ear while thinking 
about something else, or talking while 
keeping an eye on what's going on else- 
where in the room, just isn't feasible. You 
have to concentrate. The sight of the 
teacher, surrounded by children and 
giving his whole attention in turn to each 
one individually, will stay with me for a 
long time. There is surely a lesson there 
for all of us to learn. 


* Xx 


Maidstone is fast becoming quite a centre 
for new Toc H initiatives. I had the 
opportunity of visiting the ‘drop-in’ 
coffee bar which is operated two 
mornings a week by Toc H members and 
other helpers. This has been open for 
just over a year now. The helpers cannot 
solve the problems of unemployment or 
create jobs. They are able to offer 
friendship, sympathy and, where 
appropriate, personal counsel. 


handicapped people, Graham is not an 
inward looking person and some of the 
subjects he has tried to think out could 
be a challenge to us. They include: worry 
and tension; the causes of misunder- 
standing; impatience; death; inflation; 
pollution; waste and recycling; 
unnecessary advertising; over population; 
poor living conditions; and gaining 
happiness through giving. 

Graham, whatever problems he 
may have, does not come across as a 
gloomy person, but'a concerned one, who 
sees the world as it is and wants it to be 
better. 

A Branch evening devoted to one 
of his subjects wouldn't be depressing — 
on the contrary it could be very 
stimulating. It may mean everyone 
spending an hour or so a few days 
beforehand, finding out a little about the 
subject so that they can contribute 
something — but the result could be a real 


| was told of one man w E 
somewhat reluctantly, stating firm] c 
the one thing he didn't win ü 
friendship. To everyone's surpris, " 
returned and gradually began to ra 
to the atmosphere of acceptance E 
he found. Eventually he revealed 
passion for singing and he is now 4 E 
member of the choir of a local cham F 
The contribution of the coffee bar cam S 
be measured by the number of orm 
dealt with but only by the individuals j 
this who have been helped to value ted 
selves once again. $ 


* * * 


The latest Maidstone initiative jg the 
responsibility of the Swan Group whos, 
members are at present still fairly loosely 
affiliated to Toc H. In association With 
the Carr-Gomm Society the group plans 
to establish a home in which about seyen 
single people can live together as a family, 
offering each other support and 
companionship. The Housing Corporation 
has allocated the necessary funds and the 
group has also received a substantia] 
Warden Manor Award. Negotiation for a 
suitable house are now in hand and we 
must hope that they will be successful. 
The 1981 Census returns show 
that the number of homes occupied by 
only one person is 30 per cent up on the 
figure in the previous Census, ten years 
earlier. Single person households are now 
one fifth of all the households in the 
country. It would be absurd to suggest 
that all the people living on their own are 
lonely or would see communal living as 
an acceptable alternative. Nonetheless 
such figures suggest that loneliness is 
likely to be an increasing problem and 
that a growing number of people would 
welcome the opportunity of joining the 
kind of community that the Swan Group, 
under the umbrella of the Carr-Gomm 
Society, is determined to establish. 


‘brains trust’ perhaps becoming a regular 
event. Most of us are brainier than we 
realise — we just need a little stimulation! 

‘If only I wasn't an epileptic and 
1 had a clearer mind . . .' If only we had 
more members like Graham. Let's take a 
leaf out of his book. 


A moving experience 


‘Two familiar landmarks on Whetstone 
High Road are to be demolished and 
rebuilt half a mile further north. They are 
the public lavatories and Whetstone 
TocHhut...’ 

So reads an item in the Hendon 
Times — but if you think it’s just a laugh, 
the joke’s on you. The two premises 
Occupy land on which a local building 
firm wants to extend, and they're going 
to rebuild the Toc H hut and the other 
place, at the firm’s expense! 


World Chain. | Annual Financial Repor mae 


After the financial year ending 31 March 1982, decisions were made in the Central 
f Li ht Executive Committee to transfer the operation of the accounts of the Movement to 
O Ig a new system using a computer. This machine will also be used to prepare the 
membership records, Point Three invoices, labelling of bulk postal arrangements etc. 

The result of the rearrangement will be both a saving in expenditure and the release 
of some staff members to take a more active part in personal contact with members. 


The message from Cochin Branch to 
be used for this year's World Chain of 
Light will be reaching units shortly. If 


anyone wishes to reciprocate, the At the same time that we have revised the accountancy systems, we have also, with 
address of the Secretary of the Cochin the help of our auditors, revised the way in which we present our accounts, both in 


Branch is: their abridged and full format. From this year onwards, the report which will appear 
in Point Three will have a different format but because the auditors wished to agree 
J Thomas George all aspects before going to print, this will now appear in the October issue, together 
Malayan Plantation (India) Ltd ] with the Treasurer's annual report. The delay needs an apology but it is for one year 
Post Box No 502 only and from the next financial year will revert to the September issue. 
W/Island 
Cochin 682003 E J Godfrey 
Kerala Finance and Properties Secretary 


South India 


Are we still in 
North Wales ? 


That was the cry when the Hala Toc H 
Group took a party of children from an 
ESN school at Morecambe to Port 
Penrhyn for a weekend recently. The 
excitement lasted whilst the group 
sampled the delights of Bangor Bay by 
boat (one of the company managing to 
fall in — no it wasn’t one of the kids!). 
Swimming and a trip to Anglesey later 
that day still didn’t tire the kids out — 
two nights of high jinks in the dormitory 
had little effect either! 


Photo: Scott Shaw 


Sunday saw a walk up to the Aber 
Falls, and a game of football on Rhyl 
sands and then home. Most of the 
children hadn’t had a holiday before; for 
us it was our first ‘project’; in both cases 
it was a memorable weekend which 
wouldn’t have been possible without the 
support of Kendal, Morecambe and the 
South Lakes Branches. 

As to the future — how could we 
reply to the child who wanted to know if 
he could come again next year? We’re 
keeping up the contact with the children 
and hoping like mad. St Trinian’s en route from Buckley to Chester! hu teenagers complete this 12 mile 

Helen Tomlinson sponsored walk to raise funds for Buckley's Toc H Branch. They expect to collect 
more than £200. 


EU Chris Birchell 
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The youngsters who call themselves the 
Toc H Action Group in Bridlington are 
children who have determination in their 
nature and compassion in their hearts. 


They are determined that the work the 

do helping less fortunate members of the 
community will continue no matter how 
many fund raising events they have to 
organise. 


And the compassion which leads them 
into the homes of lonely old folk or to 
give up their weekends to take a party of 
underprivileged children for a days 
outing, is a way of life for the TAG 
Youngsters. 


While their counterparts are off ọn 
Saturday morning leisure pursuits the 34 
members of the action group are 
shopping for housebound old people, 
sometimes tackling a spot of gardening 
for someone confined to a wheelchair or 
simply fetching a prescription from the 
chemist for someone. 


In the evenings the youngsters often 
enjoy the lively music of a disco — but 
share it with the residents of a 
community home at Kirkgate House, 
Bridlington. 


The group began as the result of a 
telephone cali from a former pupil of 
Miss Irene Jackson, who teaches physics 
and is involved in careers education at 
Bridlington School. 


Miss Jackson’s former pupil, Mrs Nancy 
Gallyot, who is now deputy head of a 
college in Loughborough wanted to bring 
a party of 12 youngsters through to 
Bridlington for a holiday. She asked if 
Miss Jackson knew of anywhere in the 
town with accommodation. 


Miss Jackson telephoned various 
Organisations and eventually contacted 
Mr Terry Sowerby, secretary of Toc H in 
Bridlington. He immediately offered his 
help and the children spent their holiday 
in the Toc H rooms in West Street. 


Miss Jackson explained: ‘After my 
inquiries ] was asked by Mr William 
Baines, who is the North East Area 
Secretary of Toc H,* if my pupils would 
be interested in hearing a little of the 
work done by the organisation. 


‘We arranged a meeting and 25 pupils 
turned up. They formed a committee that 
very evening and started their own Toc H 
Action Group. Since then the whole thing 


has snowballed and we are involved in all 


sorts of local activities.’ 


The first aim of the newly formed TAG 
Group was to arrange a week's adventure 
holiday for a group of children especially 
chosen because their parents could not 
afford a holiday for them. 


During the following eight months they 
set about raising the necessary £1,000. 


A flag day was organised along with a 
jumble sale, summer fair and numerous 
coffee evenings and mornings. The group 
even staged a model railway exhibition 
and sponsored jigsaw marathon. 


Local shopkeepers caught the spirit of 
the enterprise and donated items of food 
for the group to take with them. 


‘All that was last Easter,’ added Miss 
Jackson, who is herself a TAG member, 
‘and 16 local children were treated to a 
wonderful week's holiday at the Toc H 
hostel in Colsterdale. We are planning 
another holiday project for next year. 


‘Now we regularly take parties of 
residents from Kirkgate House in 
Bridlington on outings across the Humber 
Bridge to Cleethorpes and day trips to the 
zoo. We hope to visit Blackpool with 
them in October to see the illuminations. 


‘We have a prescription delivery service 
where each collection is carefully logged. 
The idea of this is mainly to help us get 
to know the elderly members of the 
community and see for ourselves how we 
can best help them. 


‘Our members do gardening, painting, and 
decorating for old people. One of our 
youngsters even stokes a boiler for an old 
lady who cannot cope on her own. 


It’s nice the way word gets around, I 
have only recently been contacted by a 
school for the mentally handicapped and 
asked if our members could assist in a 
weekly excursion which the school is 
planning to Bridlington swimming pool. 
Just helping people like these to get out 
and enjoy the normal pastimes, like 
swimming, is what our organisation is all 
about.’ 


The Group is at present trying to instigate 
a jigsaw lending service to run in 
conjunction with the mobile library, 
visiting villages and country communities 
in the area. They have already 
accumulated over 100 jigsaws and feel 


that distributing them in this way will 
also enable their members to get out and 


meet the people who may need their help 
most. 


When 16 year old Nina Walker, of 
Ferndale Terrace, Bridlington, joined the 
Group, her mother became so interested 
that she is now a member in her own 
right. Nina said: We have meetings every 
fortnight to discuss our future projects. 
I like working with children the best. 


‘Quite often we entertain children who 
have been brought to Bridlington by TAG 
Groups from different areas. Whenever 
any of them are in town I would much 
rather spend my weekend with them, 
helping to cook for the children or just 
keeping them amused. We take them out 
for trips around the harbour, visit the 
amusements and if the weather is nice 
sometimes we go to Flamborough or 
Sowerby Park.’ 


Seventeen year old Andrew Dixon of 
Carnaby Avenue, Bridlington said: ‘We 
hold a disco to amuse the visiting 
youngsters some evenings. We have had 


This illustrated article appeared 
originally in the Hull Daily Mail, whose 

or has kindly given us permission to 
i - Editor 


* 
* 
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some disco equipment donated but all 
the members bring along their own 
records. I also do a bit of gardening for 
an old person and I enjoy it because the 
people really appreciate it.’ 


Note 


TAG secretary, Davie Duke (16), of 
Brett Street, Bridlington, added that the 
Group always welcomes new members 
and anyone over the age of 14 can join. 


‘Some of our young members have been 
entered in the Bridlington Lions Youth 
Award competition.’ Added Miss 
Jackson: ‘When I think of the wonderful 
work which they are doing in the 
community, I feel that no-one could 
deserve to win more than our young 
folk’. 


a — 


* Note: Bill Bains is not our NE Area 
Secretary. He is a full time member of 
Toc H staff, currently on development 
work in the NE Region with special 
responsibilities im Yorkshire. The 
Yorkshire TAG Groups have grown up 
mainly as a result of his untiring work 
over a number of years. —Editor 


| 


ó 


|. Photos: Hull Daily Mail 


We will Remember... k. 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In December 
Kenneth H Pollard (Porlock) 


In April 
E ‘Lily’ Purser (Hackney) 


In May 

Maureen E F Hewitt (Anstey) 

Frank N Meadows (Southdown District) 
Marjorie Somerset (Lymington) 

T W 'Tim' Taylor (Porlock) 


In June 

Barbara M Ashton (Plymstock) 

John L Keverne (Troon) 

George Stevenson (Kendal) 

Wilfred H Thomas (West Derby) 

Frank Timms (Bournemouth and 

Christchurch) 

Charles P H Newitt (Yiewsley & West 
Drayton) 

Vincent C Williams (Horwich) 


In July 

Bernard A Boorman (Tunbridge Wells) 

Jack Payne (Saltford) 

Frank G Raymond (Aylesbury Vale (J) 
Grp) 


Holme Valley Joint Branch report the 
deaths of two of their founder members. 
Leslie Kay died in February and Phil 
Bradley in March. 

Leslie was a great Toc H 
campaigner who set up Branch jobs and, 
as Pilot, was more than once responsible 
for changing the way members saw 
things. He developed a number of serious 
illnesses and died following an operation. 

Phil joined Toc H in 1932 and 
helped set up Holme Valley Branch in 
1964. He, too, had been il! for many 
years. He was a quiet, unassuming man, 
always working for those less fortunate 
than himself. 


We were sad to hear of the death earlier 
this year of Kate Young, wife of a well 
known former member of staff. Though 
not herself a Toc H member, Kate 
performed a whole range of Toc H roles 
in her own right. She was known widely 
in the Movement since, over the years, 
she acted as stand-by cook and 
housekeeper in our Marks. Many 
remember how she and Charles stepped 
into the breach when Dor Knap’s first 
warden died suddenly. Those who met 
Kate in any of these roles remember her, 
not as a temporary housekeeper, but as 
a permanent friend. 
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We heard from Pat Sharp of Hackney 
Joint Branch of the death in April of 
Lily Purser at the age of 85. She had been 
a Branch member for eight years and for 
many more years a devoted worker, both 
for the Branch and for Prideaux House. 
In poor health in recent years, she found 
it increasingly difficult to get around. 
Nevertheless, she made every effort right 
to the end to attend meetings and house 
functions. Lily will be greatly missed by 
many Hackney people. 


Arthur Crees (Loddon Vale District) died 
peacefully in hospital on 1 May at the age 
of 78. A Toc H member since 1936, 
Arthur served on the full time staff 
during WW2 in India and in Germany. 
After the war, he joined Rhyl Branch and 
then, some 20 years ago, moved to 
Farnborough and helped re-form the 
former Fleet Men's Branch where he 
served as Pilot and as Chairman. Finally, 
he became a member of the old N Hants 
District Branch and then of Loddon Vale. 


Eric Howlett tells us that Frank Timms 
died in June at the age of 86 in 
Bournemouth's National Chest Hospital. 
Frank had a persistent chest weakness, 
having been gassed in World War One. He 
was an active member of All Saints 
Church, Southbourne and a staunch 
member of Bournemouth and 
Christchurch Joint Branch, where he was 
assistant jobmaster for many years. Eric 
says that this always cheerful man will 
be sadly missed. We join the Branch in 
extending our sympathy to Frank’s 
wife Doris and son Geoffrey. 


Frances Beeton writes: ‘Wendy Watt was 
amongst the early members of the 
Edinburgh Toc H Projects Group while 
she was still at school. The Group met 
and worked at the Cheshire Home on 
Saturday afternoons and firm friendships 
were made. Residents commented that 
Wendy always had patience to do things 
at their pace as she encouraged them over 
difficulties. When she went to Dundee 
University, she adopted the Club for the 
Deaf as her particular interest, learnt 
the sign language and brought groups over 
to Edinburgh for a day out and to have a 
meal at her home. To Wendy, service 
meant the total giving of herself in happy, 
stimulating friendship, so it was a great 
shock and grief to all of us when she 
drowned in a swimming accident just 
before her third year 
examinations in June. We all think of her 
with proud thanksgiving.’ 


medical. 


Frank Raymond, who died in June Was 
‘in at the beginning’ of many things, A 
founder member of Yeovil Branch in 
1928, he held the posts of Chairman and 
Treasurer. His Toc H jobs included 
visiting inmates ðf the local workhouse, 
fund raising for an ambulance (using a 
barrel organ) and helping form the loca] 
hospital League of Friends. 

In 1934 he and his wife Florrie 
moved to Aylesbury, where he continued 
visiting hospitals (including Stoke 
Mandeville paraplegic unit), a local old 
folks! home and Grendon Underwood 
Prison. 

Frank and Florrie were among 


the first helpers when the 
Buckinghamshire Services Club was 
opened in Wendover in 1947. The 
building is now used for Toc H 
Headquarters. 


In 1979, when they celebrated 
their golden wedding, their marriage was 
blessed at the church they had helped to 
found — St Peters on the Quarrendon 
estate, where Frank was a churchwarden 
for 14 years. 

From childhood, Frank had been 
handicapped by deafness but he did not 
allow this to interfere with his work, 
from which he finally retired at 70. 
Towards the end of his life he suffered 
some pain and disability but, said Florrie: 
‘He never had a bad word for anyone and 
left this life as quietly as he had lived it’. 

CSS 


Yiewsley & West Drayton Men's Branch 
lost a much loved and respected member 
when Charles P H Newitt (‘Charlie’) died 
in June. In the 22 years of his Branch 
membership, Charlie had served a total 
of 15 years as Branch Secretary. 


The Secretary of Plymstock Branch has 
written to tell us of the death in June 
of Miss Barbara Ashton, MBE, an active 
and much loved member of their Branch, 
who had served as Treasurer and later as 
Pilot. Barbara was a District Nurse who 
all her life gave unstinted service to the 
community, often helping the sick and 
lonely well beyond the call of duty. 
Though never robust, Barbara travelled 
widely and numbered among her most 
rewarding experiences a visit to the Old 
House and two tours of the Holy Land. 
She had borne a long and painful illness 
with courage and cheerfulness. We thank 
God’, say her Branch, ‘for her life of 
service in the true Toc H spirit and for 
her shining example’. 


We give thanks for their lives 


For your 
diary 


PEACE AND RECONCILIATION 
within ourselves and in the family 


A weekend workshop at 
ALISON HOUSE 
on 29-31 October 1982 


Led by: Eva Pinthus 
Chairman: Arthur Frymann 


During the weekend we shall hope to 
understand a little more of the 
peaceful and unpeaceful aspects of 
ourselves, and the effect they have 
upon life in the family and beyond. 
Then to see how the daily conflicts 
and annoyances can be overcome. The 
aim is to realise how greater self 
confidence can reduce the fear that 
results in aggressiveness. Much of the 
time will be spent in small groups, 
giving everyone the opportunity to 
participate. 


Photo: Peter Oliver, Looe 
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Off at their AGM this year to dedicate a 


4] 


Too (Cornwall) Men’s Branch took time 


memorial plaque to past members of the Branch. 


The cost of the weekend will be £19. 


Applications (enclosing a deposit of 
£5) to: Alan Robson, Alison House, 
Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, 


DERS 


If you have to publicise an event you 

often need good, well produced posters 

I : pa ri | Ho i but printing is too expensive and hand 
ves e : = written ones can look awful unless you’ve 

Stockport District’s summer display in their local shopping precinct. The District is some skill. 

currently following up the many enquiries they had. 


p 


Now you can produce posters quite 
cheaply, and they look attractive too. 
Letterkit Ltd have produced a book of 
over 1,200 letters and symbols in four 
sizes and three colours. They are printed 
on gummed paper and all you do is cut 
them out and stick them down. The price 
is £2.80 which means that a poster of 
100 letters would cost you less than 25p. 


If you want to do it even more cheaply, 
you can make up your own alphabet 
from headlines in the tabloid newspapers, 
stick them onto card, cut them out, trace 
round them and fill in with felt tipped 
pen. However, this takes time and if you 
need to do something quickly, send 
£280 for your Letterkit book to 
Letterkit Ltd, 20 Jamaica Street, 
Liverpool L1 OAF. 


Have you any ‘Ideas’ you can share with 
others? Send any contributions to the 


Produced a fascinating booklet covering its activiti Editor, here at Wendover. 


hope to pick out some of the highlights in a future ‘Round and About’. 


n 


Open Forum 


We regret that 


for a future issue. 


lack of space 
compelled us to hold over some letters 


has 


—Editor 


Peace and Disarmament 


You invited comments on Steve Walker's 
'Yesterday, Today or Tomorrow' (July 
issue). It has reminded me of a speech by 


Admiral of the Fleet. the Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, given at 
Strasbourg on 11 May 1979 on the 


occasion of an award to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute 
when he spoke out strongly about the 
madness of relying on nuclear weapons to 
preserve peace. The speech received little 
publicity at the time but can be obtained 
in leaflet form from Quaker Peace & 
Service, Friends’ House, Euston Road, 
London NWI 2BJ. Lord Louis expressed 
his belief that, were hostilities ever to 
break out in Europe, the deployment of 
tactical or theatre nuclear weapons would 
inevitably result in an all out nuclear 
exchange leading to the final holocaust. 
Echoing this view, Robert McNamara, 
US Secretary of Defence 1961-68, said 
very recently that ‘if we contrive to 
follow the present strategy of first use, 
deterrents will fail, and western 
civilisation will be destroyed’ Lord Louis 
said: ‘Nuclear devastation is not science 
fiction it is a matter of fact’. After 
speaking of the nightmare of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, he continued ‘we now have 
missiles a thousand times as dreadful; 1 
repeat, a thousand times as horrible" He 
also said: ‘There are powerful voices 
around the world who still give credence 
to the old Roman precept — if you desire 
peace, prepare for war. This is absolute 
nuclear nonsense and | repeat — it is a 
disastrous misconception to believe that 
by increasing the total uncertainty one 
increases one's own certainty 

You describe Steve — Walker's 
article as ‘highly emotional’. If it is, 1 
suggest that many more of us could 
usefully become ‘highly emotional’ where 
the future of our children, and in my case 
grandchildren, are concerned, You cannot 
get away from it — nuclear weapons are 
weapons of mass murder, and of mass 
suicide. I believe that to support and 
sanction the use of indiscriminate 
weapons, both nuclear or conventional, 
whilst calling ourselves Christian, is 
blasphemy. You cannot love your 
neighbour as Christ commanded and at 
the same time, incinerate him, blind him, 
burst his eardrums, or send him out of 
his mind. Of course we say our weapons 
are only to deter the other side — and 
they say exactly the same. And all the 
time we increase the risk of war by 
miscalculation, through fear that the 
other side will make a first strike, or even 
by computer error... 

Surely it is time many of us were 
12 


jolted out of a ‘head in the sand’ attitude 
by such articles as the one which Steve 
Walker contributed? We, as individuals, 
can join a peace group, study the 
problem, learn how to recruit others, and 
leave your MP in no doubt where you 
stand. 


Frank Perkins 
Oxford 


The story by Steve Walker had an air of 
reality about it. Not surprisingly, since 
there were close parallels between the 
description in the story and eye witness 
accounts of the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki . . . Then there were two 
nuclear bombs which destroyed two cities 
with a terrible loss of life. Today there 
are vast arsenals of nuclear weapons, each 
a hundred times more powerful than 
those dropped on Hiroshima, and instead 
of destroying two cities, a nuclear war 
today could destroy whole countries, 
whole continents even. 

There is no task more urgent than 
easing tensions in the world and 
encouraging communication rather than 
antagonism between the peoples of the 
world, or, as the first of Toc H’s Compass 
Points puts it, building friendships across 
the barriers that divide people. The third 
Compass Point is significant too: we 
should be willing to listen to others, to 
be prepared to talk to those with 
different views. This can lead to peace 
and harmony whereas shouting abuse at 
those who are different. and regarding 
other nations as potential enemies creates 
the possibility of war. 

If living in harmony is a worthy 
aim, in accord with Toc H principles, 
then the spending of enormous sums on 
weapons of mass destruction is not. Even 
less justifiable is the continual increase in 
the nuclear armoury of the United States 
and the Soviet Union. 

If one believes that the nuclear 
weapons in the world 20 years ago were a 
sufficient deterrent to any nation about 
to embark on a Third World war — I 
stress if — then what is the justification 
for the continual escalation in numbers of 
weapons and continual development of 
new types of weapon? 

I do not believe that war is 
inevitable, but ] do believe that there are 
some governments of the world who 
beliave as if it were and who see the need 
to prepare feverishly for it. This is a grave 
danger. 

For those who seek harmony, and 
that should include everyone in Toc H, 
the urgent need is to build bridges across 
the barriers where divisions might lead to 
war, to create channels for 


communication and understanding, to 
press by every means possible for 4 
lessening of tension; and to urge first a 
standstill and then an actual reduction in 
the numbers of weapons of mass 
destruction. 


Eddie Crouch 
Cleveland 


I see Cecil Bayliss has started up this hare 
again (‘Personal View’, July 1982). 

Of course we are all in favour of 
peace; but disarmament will not ensure it 
or even make war less likely. Armaments 
do not cause war. Men do. 

Abolish all weapons. There will 
still be sticks and stones and fists. There 
will also be the know-how to make clubs, 
slings and bows and arrows. 

At present the ruinous cost in 
money and devastation deters nations 
from making war. Without arms, numbers 
only will count and then God help small 
nations! 


LC Duncan 
Southampton 


Annual Report 


How sad to see in July's Point Three 
the obituary of the Annual Report. Could 
it be that you share this view, as I see that 
the announcement is the only item in the 
magazine heavily edged in black? 

I feel sure that members and all 
others sufficiently interested in our 
Movement to read Point Three will miss 
this annual summary of our activities and 
that communications will be weakened. 
The summary given by the Director at the 
Central Council must be a poor substitute 
as 100 Councillors will inevitably take 
back to their Districts 100 slightly 
different versions and, in any case, there 
will be quite a time lag before they have 
got around to all their Branches. 

Members of long standing will 
miss the up-to-date information on 
officers and staff always given on the 
back cover of the annual report and, 
in particular, the membership statistics. 
lt is to be hoped that space for the 
latter at least can still be found in your 
pages, possibly at the same time as the 
financial review and balance sheet. 


Howard Hail 

Margate 

Note: 

1. Sorry about the black border! 
27 I don't quite take the point about 


the ‘annual summary of our activities’. 
What happens in Regions gets month by 
month coverage in Point Three and in 


Opinions expressed in these columns (including any edito 
ontributor and not necessarily those of the Toc H Mo 
Only letters carrying the correspondent's full name an 


3 TS ae T = - 
m i T E PEL , QM MM - ES 
F: TIAS Dem 
ria! comment) are th ' D 
ose of the 
vement. We reserve the ri 
d address w e right to edit letters 


Regional magazines. We are making every 


effort through regular newsletters to 
Councillors and occasional tapes to all 
Branches to ensure that we all get quicker 


and fuller information about CEC 
thinking than has been customary. 
3 Very full, updated information on 


officers and staff (often with addresses) 
and much other factual information is in 
the Toc H Diary — 1983 edition now on 


sale! 
4. As I have more than once 
explained in Annual Reports, 


membership statistics are unreliable and 
can be misleading. Furthermore, they 
tempt some of us to play 'the numbers 
game' — not altogether appropriate in a 
Movement which is much more about 
personal friendships and influence than 
about mass membership. Nevertheless, if 
enough of you think the periodic 
publication of necessarily incomplete 
figures is of value, we will try to find 
some means of letting you have them. 
Write to tell me what you think, 

— Editor 


Only Words! 


As I look back on eight years as a Central 
Councillor, I am increasingly conscious of 
the loss of one great value — the value of 
the spoken and written word. 

It started making its impact on me 
at my first Central Council, when we 
considered ‘Strategy for the ‘70s’. The 
words on the paper before us did not 
faithfully express the intentions of the 
authors. We heard ‘That is what we 
meant’ as points were argued. Some 
exasperated voices were heard saying 
‘Get on, they are only words’ — only 
words? Wards which would be recorded 
and held against us in the future. 

Is an Englishman’s word his bond 
now? 

Do we not all know people who 
make promises and, then let us down? No 
apology is offered. It is almost a way of 
life. What bliss if we could reply on a 
person’s word. See what value God put 
on His word — He clothed it with flesh 
and sent it to dwell among us. He never 
breaks His word. Our words are our bond 
from man to man; from man to God, 
from God to mankind. At this difficult 
time in our Movement, let everyone, high 
and low, weigh every word and keep 
every promise — maybe find the courage 
to apologise if the promise is found to be 
impossible to fulfil. 

Let the words of our mouths be 
always acceptable to our God. 


Bery] M Hammond 
Bideford 


How to make friends , J 


Having failed many times to locate a 
small theatre near the city centre in 
Nottingham I was directed to a building 
about six weeks ago and told this was the 
theatre. It was cold and raining heavily 
and very windy, I had been walking about 
for nearly an hour so I walked in and was 
then informed it was Toc H. 1 was asked 
if 1 would like a cup of tea; by then it 
was too late for the show and I gladly 
accepted. [ was introduced to the ladies 
and invited to stay and I enjoyed a very 
happy and unusual evening and at once 
decided to become a member. 

At the time of writing I have been 
three times and met most charming 
members, so kindly, friendly and 
interesting and | also enjoy Point Three. 
The saying, ‘it is an ill wind which blows 
nobody any good’ can only mean the 
wind that evening which, when I was 
cold and lost, brought me in contact 
with a wonderful organisation and I am 
delighted to become a member. May God 
bless all Toc H organisations and every 
member: may the lamp forever burn! 


Dolores M Behrman 
Nottingham 


Needs of the aged 


Last year a consultation was held 
between the British Council of Churches 
and Age Concern, England on 'attitudes 
to ageing and the caring response'. This 
concluded that, because of the great 
number of elderly people living today, 
and the pressures of the modern world, 
there is an urgent Christian responsibility 
to give increasing attention to the special 
needs of the older generation. 

Since then, a small group has 
taken up this ‘concern’, and is aware that 
it is shared by a number of other people. 
In discussion it has become clear that 
there is work to be done, particularly in 
the spiritual and pastoral sphere, which 
requires to be organised in some way. 
Ideas have also emerged for a modest 
beginning which would not require 
elaborate or expensive machinery. 

Needless to say, we are well aware 
that the churches are already much 
involved with elderly people, but 
circumstances today demand a new 
emphasis on fullness of living in the 
later years, new attitudes and new 
experiments. There is great scope for 
sharing information already to hand and 
learning from one another. 

] shall be grateful if any readers 
who are interested in a possible initiative 
on these lines would write and let me 
know. In return ] will send a more 


detailed account of what is in mind (a 
large stamped addressed envelope would 
be appreciated) and I will put them on a 
mailing list to keep them informed of any 
developments. 


Mannes Tidmarsh 
Towcester 


Note: If you want to make contact with 
Mannes Tidmarsh, please write directly 
to: Greens Norton Court, Nr Towcester, 
Northants NN12 8BS. 


Trading Stamps 


My grateful thanks to your readers who 
have so generously sent me their surplus 
Green Shield, Co-op, Pink and other 
trading stamps, to raise money for the 
Jimmy Savile — Stoke Mandeville 
Re-building Fund. To date I have donated 
£16,902.78 raised solely from trading 
stamps. 

Following the publicity you gave 
me in your June issue, I have hundreds 
more books to despatch. Packages are 
absolutely pouring in: the response is 
magnificent! 

I regret that, much as I would like 
to do so, the high cost of postage 


prevents me from acknowledging 
personally the marvellous letters and 
packages I have received. 

Your help has been much 
appreciated. 
Miriam Tweed 
Stafford 


to Alf and Kathleen 


Congratulations 
Stanley who celebrated their Golden 
Wedding in June. Alf — currently a 
member of Aston Manor (Birmingham) 
Men's Branch — first joined Toc H in 
1934 in Malta. 
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MARTIN 
by Gina Vianney 


*. . . I felt beside me a wheelchair padded 
with blankets, containing a muffled child. 
He sat, meekly passive, patient and 
resigned. He had all he wanted out of life, 
just to sit there in the presence he knew, 
being with me. 

‘But he wasn’t there. I looked and 
the aisle was empty, gaping wide. 
Whatever lay beyond that long, dreamless 
sleep for him, I was alone. 

‘The sword of division fell again, 
the wound renewed. ] gave myself to the 
mourning as it bled. 

‘Then out of the air, above and 
ahead, a bright and lively voice emerged. 
“Write about me”, it said...’ 


This book is published by Mowbray on 
9 September in their series ‘Popular 
Christian Paperbacks’ (price £1.75) 


‘Martin’ is the true story of a little boy 
who gets cancer when he is nine, and dies 
just before his 11th birthday. The story is 
told simply and movingly by his mother, 
wh» was with him and nursed him right 
through his illness. Together they faced 
and overcame apparently insuperable 
odds with a strength and determination 
that came from a profound and 
unquestioning faith in the saving power 
of God. 


This is a book which you almost 
unavoidably read in one go, as if the 
story were being told directly to you. 
You quickly learn to love the little boy 
who is full of energy and mischief, who 
hates having his face washed, who has a 
winning smile — a boy who is full of 
curiosity, who has a quick wit and who 
simply loves life. He has depth too, and 
loves going to Mass — something which 
becomes more and more important to 
him as time goes on. 
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Reviews by Sue Cumming 


— ——— ————— — -————— —— 


By the time his illness is diagnosed, it is 
really too late, although Martin undergoes 
various forms of treatment, all of which 
are largely unsuccessful. In many ways 
they make him worse because of the 
separation from his home and his 
mother and his fear of the unknown in 
a big impersonal hospital, surrounded by 
the gadgetry of modern medicine. 
Martin’s last few months are spent at 
home, surrounded by the love and 
stimulus of his mother, brothers and 
sisters. Apart from his spells in hospital, 
he never loses his will to live, and he 
becomes an inspiration to all who know 
him or who hear about him. 


The relationship between Martin and his 
mother is a remarkable one which grows 
more and more tender and strong. The 
faith which they share, and their total 
abandonment to the will and grace of 
God binds them and upholds them 
through one tragedy after another — 
tragedies due frequently to the 
inadequacies of our Welfare State, and 
the inhumanity of other people. 


Despite this being a story about suffering 
and death, it is really a triumphant story 
about life. There is much in it for us all to 
learn about the way we treat people who 
are seriously ill, and about coping with 
the suffering and death of those who are 
closest to us, and about how important 
hope always is. There is also much in it 
about courage, determination and 
faith, and what life is really all about. 


THE FAMILY IN TRANSITION 


by Jeanne Hinton (with reflections 
by Monica Furlong) 


If somebody came up to you in the street 
and said to you, ‘What is a family?', what 
would be the first image that would flash 
into your mind? A smiling couple in their 
mid-thirties with two bright, healthy 
children romping around the lawn with a 
dog? Mum, Dad and the kids, like in the 
margarine adverts? It might include 
grandparents too, smiling as they watched 
‘the family’ from their chairs by the fire. 
And having looked at this instant 
image how would you feel? (It’s worth 
stopping for a moment before reading 
any further just to check on your 
reaction). You might feel the satisfaction 
of recognising this as an image of your 
own family, and the happiness of the life 
you share together. Or you may feel a 
pang of sadness or guilt or frustration 
that you would like your family to be 
like that but know how far short it falls 


of this ‘ideal’. Or you may feel that this is 
a chocolate box picture of something a 
long way from the positive and 
exhilarating reality you know family life 
to be? 

But perhaps you are made 
painfully conscious that you don’t belong 
to a family (if that is what family means), 
because your ‘family’ has grown up and 
left home and you find life flat and 
empty; or maybe one of your children is 
handicapped and you feel the burden of 
that; or maybe you are no longer a 
‘smiling couple’ — the smiles of the 
wedding photo have gone stiff and bitter, 
and you feel rejected and betrayed? 
Maybe you are envious of all the ‘happy 
families’ around you because you are 
unmarried and live alone? . . . | could go 
on, but perhaps this is sufficient to point 
out that, in our image ridden society, the 
image of the family is probably one of 
the most inaccurate ones when it is 
compared with reality. And it can be one 
of the most emotive ones; for the sense 
of failure or guilt or deprivation can be 
overwhelming when one’s own situation 
deviates too far from this supposed ideal. 

The Church and the State both 
seem to collude with these images, thus 
increasing the problems of identity and 
acceptance for people who find that their 
own life style does not seem to be 
‘normal’. And attitudes of friends and 
neighbours (and ‘family’ too) can make 
the situation even worse by remarks like. 
‘I can't understand why a nice girl like 
you isn’t married yet’; or, ‘When are you 
going to start a family?'; or, (to a widow 
or divorcee) ‘I expect you're getting used 
to living on your own now'. Sometimes 
it’s even worse than this kind of clumsy 
sympathy, and you are given the 
impression that you are perverse in being 
different. 

Perhaps I am being a bit unfair in 
picking some extremely crass attitudes 
and comment. But I would like to bet 
that the majority of readers have either 
had similar things said to them at some 
point in their lives, or maybe, even if 
fleetingly, thought them once or twice 
about others. 

Slowly but slowly, our society is 
having to get used to the fact that family 
life is much more varied than the ‘nuclear 
family’ model which has (though only for 
the last 50 years or so) been tacitly 
accepted as the norm. Some people wring 
their hands as they point to the 
breakdown in society which they see 
resulting from the breakdown of family 
life. However, other people are beginning 
to explore other patterns of family life, 
and finding them enriching, both for the 
individuals involved, and for the life of 


, community in general. Could it not 
ge that family breakdown, far from being 
tne CAUSE of breakdown in the 
community, is actually the result of a 
fragmenting © and_—_unsupportive 
community? Are we placing unrealistic 
and unfair expectations on the nuclear 
family as being the Vital basic cell upon 
which our society is built? And does that 
not also exclude an increasing number of 
people — the single, the elderly, the 
handicapped — from being full and 
yaluable contributors to the life of the 
community? 

What does the Church have to say 
about the situation? What do church 
communities do when there is family 
breakdown or deep loneliness amongst its 
members? What should the Church's 
approach and teaching be about family 
life in the light of its own understanding 
of itself as the family of God? Is the 
Church educating people. for a family 
life that is fast becoming a thing of the 
past, or are they preparing people for 
a shift in the form and style of family 
life? What has the Church got to offer 
society as it adjusts to a ‘multi-style 
family’ model? 

The National Centre for Christian 
Communities and Networks (NACCCAN 
for short) has begun to publish a series of 
studies under the general title, New 
Christian Initiative Series’. The first of 
these publications is called, ‘The Family 
in Transition’, by Jeanne Hinton, with 
reflections by Monica Furlong. It is a 
short enquiry into the involvement of 
Christians in new patterns of family life, 
and it addresses itself to the concerms 
and questions above. It includes a short 
summary of the social and historical 
factors that have brought us to our 
experience and understanding of family 
life as it is today. But the bulk of it is 
made up of six case studies — reports of 
places visited by the author where people 
are already involved in exploring 
alternative patterns. There is considerable 
variety here. There is, for example, a 
‘L‘Arche Community’ where the ‘family’ 
is made up of five mentally handicapped 
adults and four assistants sharing a home 
together, living a way of life firmly 
rooted in the Gospels (and in particular 
the Beatitudes), where each individual is 
valued for themselves and given a full 
Part to play in the life of the family. 
Then there is a ‘joint family’, made up of 
two ‘nuclear families’ sharing a life 
together under the same roof. There is a 
description of a ‘Carr-Gomm’ house for 
single people who need support to enable 
them to make and maintain relationships, 
and be a part of the life of the wider 
community. There is a ‘Church Family’, 
Which is how a group of people living in 
Deptford describe the way the Church 
has brought them to a new experience of 
belonging and sharing and caring and 
relating to one another, discovering their 
common humanity and the freedom to be 
themselves, There is a description of how 
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Some of the happy guests at Coningsby Branch’s annual Lily Tea for the district’s 
senior citizens, After an excellent meal, the guests were entertained by the Theatre 


Club of neighbouring RAF Coningsby. 


‘Grail Family Circles’ work to support 
Catholic families, enabling parents, and 
particularly mums, to meet and relax, to 
learn from one another and share 
experiences, and develop a close knit 
community of friendship, understanding 
and love. And lastly there is a description 
of a ‘life style community’ — one where 
the members commit themselves to a 
distinctive secular life style which enables 
them to give expression to their calling 
to live as ‘God’s family’ within society. 
The one described consisted, at the time 
of writing, of 77 people — 11 nuclear 
families, two single parent families and 
26 single people — in ten different 
households, all living within a four mile 
radius of one another. 

These six studies are single cases 
of many and varied places all over the 
country where people are, sometimes 


consciously, sometimes unselfconsciously, 
finding new patterns of family life. If you 
are interested in ‘communities’, or simply 
concerned about the experience of family 
life in our society today, you will find 
that this short book contains interesting 
ideas, and raises important questions. I 


would recommend it for a series of 
discussions in the Branch or in a Church 
House Group for gaining insight into the 
increasing problems of loneliness which 
inflict many people in our society today, 
and for glimpsing new patterns which can 
give back to society the wholeness that 
it so sorely lacks at present. 


You can get this book (price £150) 
from: The National Centre for Christian 
Communities and Networks, Westhill 
College, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6LL. 
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Small Ads KA 


Smali advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1! Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within casy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


hs 
Toc H Wood/Asbestos Holiday Chalet at 
Bolingey, Perranporth. Very quiet, sleeps une 
six. £30 per week. Details from: F E Whybra 
Heartis, Copper Hill, Troon, Camborne, 
Cornwall TR14 9JW. 


Broadgrove Life Light. Flashing light unit for 
the elderly and infirm. Mains operated, safe 
reliable, easy to install. £23 * p & p. Send for 
details: 6 Carleton Close, Esher, Surrey KT10 
8EE. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 


—————— 


Someone, somewhere, 
is waiting for you to sive them 
a POINT THREE subscription 


Wording in the card: 


to 


from 


copy to arrive! 


subscription. 


To: The Editor 


My address..... 


Friend's name 


Greetings 
Here is a gift subscription to the Toc H 


magazine ‘Point Three’. 


With best wishes 


Simply sit back and wait for your first 


PLEASE SEND ME one/ 
| enclose a cheque/PO for £1.20 or...... 
Myinamem ees. See e e "OE 


Have you a friend who might be interested in Toc H? 
Here's an attractive way of giving them Point Three, with this gift card. 
Simply fill in the form below and enclose £1.20 for a year's subscription. 


We will send Point Three to your friend every month and will send you the 
gift card for you to give to your friend. 


The gift voucher makes a lovely birthday present, a good prize for a Toc H 
competition, or a thoughtful gift for a friend who cannot afford a 


$6929009009000600000000005909090009000960090080958909009000000000025290€0€000000009009202029 


Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Point Three gift voucher(s). 


PLEASE ADD MY FRIEND TO THE POINT THREEMAILING LIST 


Friend;s address. -Jera ceo c EYE AOCRS esac 


49000909000090602400000960400004640602080009000509296090660060200(0000000C00000000000000000909€ 


. . (made payable to Toc H). 
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